
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight  

Essay Prompt 
 

 

Consider the distinct perspective expressed in the following statement: 

 

It is clear then that there can be no redemption without fault, just as one is unable to return from exile 

without first being sent into one. One's worth is only so much greater after a return from a fall, since if 

one is flawless, one has nothing to gain and therefore nothing to teach to others. 

 

Think about the implications of this view of the value of fault and redemption in relation to the text we 

have just read, Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, as well as in relation to modern society. Then write a 

well-organized essay that defends, challenges, or qualifies this claim about the worth of man in relation to 

a fall. Support your argument with specific, appropriate evidence and examples. 
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